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WHAT WE ARE ENGAGING
WITH HERE ARE TWO DISTINCT \
TYPES OF VIOLENCE, WHICH,
ALTHOUGH APPEARING SEPARATE,
OFTEN LINK AND CONNECT
IN SUBTLE AND YET

IT IS THE POSSIBILITY
THAT WE COLILD FACE
SOME FORM OF VIOLENT
ENCOUNTER WHICH

il SHAPES THE LOGICS
& oS OF POWER IN LIBERAL

IN WHICH A VIOLENT RESPONSE POPLILATIONS

BECOMES INEVITABLE. UNCE WE HAVE HAL
EXPOSURE TO SPECTACULAR WE OFTEN NI FIND
VIOLENCE ENACTED

FTER WE'
ON THEIR BODIES. EMPATHY AFTER WE'VE

— 3 . f 7| !\ SEEN PEOPLE AS VICTIMS
= 2T -.. 5 - - - l"\ . \ : : — b '._. , OF VIOLENCE?
1 \ % B i, F X
ITS VIOLENCE = (. o~ BY FOCUSING ON A\ A - W — 4‘ .

BEING "WIOLENTLY FATED',
RELATE TO THE FACT THAT

CONNECTIONS

BETWEEN VIOLENCE AND SOCIETIES. COMPLEX WAYS. gl |
MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS WE SEE THIS PLAYED OUT ON MANY nésg'éi ;I?E iﬁﬁ;«é " I o ,LI%ER " PDPULMIE;NS -
DR BRAD EVANS AND FREELANCE JOLRNALIST HAVE BEEN A RECLIRRING LEVELS, AS THE BLLRRING BETWEEN OLDER WE CAN POINT TO . = HOSE LIBERAL' POPLLATION ‘/fTHM_’S = o e
NATASHA LENNARD WORKING WITH FEATURE OF HUMAN A NOTIONS OF HOMELAND/BATTLEFIELDS, L _ 100 T ey VIELDY TO RESISE THE CALLS (s JDART OF OLR TASKIS TO
HE NEW TORKCTIFES, AHTHIN 2015 RELATIONS FRIENDS/ENEMIES, PEACE/WAR HAS LED TO THE MIDESPREAD DISPOSBILITY OF T T Lo FOR FLIRTHER WAR AND VIOLENCE, YES. ] FIGLIRES SUBJECTED TO
H IMES, M : ONS. THE WIDESPREAD MILITARIZATION HUMAN POPLLATIONS WHO LIVE OUT ' : |

WHAT 15 EFFECTIVELY WITNESSED

HISTORY'S ERASLIRE.

A RANGE OF HUMAN INDIGNITIES,
OPPRESSIONS, HARDSHIPS,

OF EVERYDAY BEHAVIORS.

15 AN ASSALLT ON THE IMAGINATION
AND THE ABILITY TO STEER
HISTORY IN A DIFFERENT DIRECTION.

WE ALSO NEED TO CONSIDER
THE INVESTED POWER RELATIONSHIPS,
HOW WE ENCOUNTER THE SPECTACLE

OF VIOLENCE TODAY 15 SUBJECTED
TO CVERT POLIMCIZATION,
WHICH PRICRITIZES CERTAIN FORMS
j OF SUFFERING, AND CONCENTRATES
[ : OUR ATTENTIONS ON THOSE DEATHS

THAT APPEAR TO MATTER
wnﬁ THAN OTHERS.

IN HIS BOOK
"THE BETTER ANGELS
/ OF OUR NATLRE,"
STEVEN PINKER ARGUES THAT
THERE IS OBJECTIVELY LESS
VIOLENCE IN THE WORLD,
5 BLIT IT 1S NOT CLEAR WHETHER
0 g WE SHOULD GIUANTIFY
THE HISTORY OF VIOLENCE
IN THIS WAY,

IN
AESCHYLUS'
ORESTEIA
WE SEE TALES OF
VICTORY IN BATTLE
AND IT5
COMMLUNICATIVE

STRATEGIES.

NEW MEDIA TECHNOLOGIES A NOTABLE OUTCOME IS THE SHIFT
MEAN THAT WE BECOME TOWARD HUMANIZED VIOLENCE. IF FORMS OF
EAPOSED TO MANY TRAGIC DEHUMANIZATION HALLMARKED THE PREVIOUS
EVENTS THAT SEEM TO BE ‘CENTURY OF VIOLENCE’, WITH VICTIMS OFTEN
BEYOND OUR CONTROL REMOVED FROM THE SCENE OF THE CRIME,
AND THOSE TECHNOLOGIES GROUPS SUCH AS ISIS FOREGROUND

ARE ALSO REDEFINING THE HUMAN AS A DISPOSAEBLE CATEGORY.
THE PRODUCER

AND AUDIENCE
RELATIONSHIPS IN WAYS
THAT CHALLENGE

THE DOMINANCE OF
OLDER MEDIA.

YET THESE ‘DISPOSABLE' POPLILATIONS
AT TIMES OVERSPILL THEIR CONFINEMENT
TO REVEAL THE VIOLENCE OF
THE HIDDEN ORDER.

_ BUT THERE ARE
- A NLMBER OF WAYS
IN WHICH YIOLENCE
IS DIFFERENT TODAY,
ITS LOGIC AND
THE WAY PEOPLE
ARE FORCED
TO WITNESS IT.

CAN WE HAVE A WALK
AND CONTINUE LATER OVER
A CUP OF COFFEE?

FOR EXAMPLE,
THE BLACK LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT
AND POLICE BRUTALITY,
OR THE DEAD BODIES OF REFUGEE

ON THE OTHER HAND,
CHILDREN LIKE AYLAN KURDI. WE HAVE MORE ORCHESTRATED

SPECTACLES OF YIOLENCE,
FROM REAL EVENTS TO
YISUAL ENTERTAINMENT,
WHICH ARE DEEPLY SIGNIFICANT
IN THE NORMALIZATION OF VICLENCE.

SURE,
GOOCD IDEA. /.

WE'RE ENTERING
A NEW MOMENT,
WHERE THE ENCOLINTER
WITH VIOLENCE
I5 BECOMING
MORE UBIGUITOLS,

I woum\

CHALLENGE ANY
ATTEMPT TO DO 50 AS
PRIVILEGING OUR CURRENT
NOTION THAT VIOLENCE 15
SOMETHING UNCHANGED

THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS BECOME
LOADED WITH SYMBOLIC MEANING -
THE SPECTACLE OF A TRULY
INTOLERABLE MOMENT IS
POLITICALLY APPROPRIATED TO
SANCTION FLIRTHER VIOLENCE I WAS JUST FLOODED
IN THE NAME OF THE VICTIMS, WITH THOSE /( &

wELE IMAGES.

THIS 15 CONNECTED WITH
TECHNOLOGIES INCREASING
OUR EXPOSURE
TO GLOBAL TRAGEDIES.

FOR
A MOMENT THERE

WHETHER IT IS THE JOLIRNALIST, THE
AID WORKER OR THE HOMOSEXUAL,
ISIS PUTS THE HUMAN QUALITIES
OF THE VICTIMS ON FULL BROADCAST.

Wew)

THERE ARE

MANYT DEDICATED PEOPLE

DOING IMPORTANT WORK
DOCUMENTING

THE CASUALTIES OF WAR

AND CONFLICT.

YET IT MAY BE THAT THE FIGURE 15
ACTUALLY DANTE, CONTEMPLATING
THE CIRCLES OF HELL - 3TARING
DIRECTLY INTO THE ABYSS BELOW.

i

TOO OFTEN, VIOLENCE IS STUDIED VL

IN AN OBJECTIVE AND NELITRAL WAY, ALUGUSTE RODIN'S

FORGETTING THAT HUMAN LIVES ARE "THE THINKER' —

BEING VIOLATED AND THAT IT'S A HORRIFIC
AND DEVASTATING EXPERIENCE.

ALSO, IN THE CRIGINAL COMMISSION,
THE THINKER 15 CALLED "THE POET'.
THIS 15 DEEPLY SIGNIFICANT FOR
RETHINKING THE FUTURE OF THE POLITICAL.

PINKER'S CLAIMS ARE N THE RECENT MASS
HISTORICALLY DUBIOLIS o iy SHOOTINGS IN
IN RESPECT TO THE THE UMNITED STATES
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ILLUSTRATE HOW
LIBERALISM AND THE NAMING OF

VIOLENCE. WHAT =] VIOLENCE REMAINS
ACTUALLY CONSTITUTES LOADED WITH

AN ACT OF POLITICAL POLITICAL

VIOLENCE 15 DETERMINISM.
DEEPLY CONTESTED.

RECORDING THE
'COLLATERAL DAMAGE'
OF RECENT CAMPAIGNS,
AND HOLDING POWER
TO ACCOUNT.

THIS
CONTEMPLATIVE
SCULPTURE RAISES
A NUMBER OF
CONCERNS,
I THINK.

HOW CAN WE
CRITICALLY ENGAGE THE
PROEBLEM OF VIOLENCE,
AND REMAIN
ETHICALLY SENSITIVE
TO THE SUBJECT,
WHILE DOING JUSTICE
TO TS VICTIAMS?

NO LIFE SHOULD BE
COLLATERAL.

WHICH RAISES
THE ETHICAL GUESTION OF WHAT
IT MEANS TO BE FORCED TO
WITNESS VIOLENCE.

AS FREETHINKING HUMANS,
PERHAPS WE CAN ALSO TRANSCEND
SUFFERING POETICALLY.

BY ‘
RETHINKING THE POLITICAL

WHILE SOME INCIDENTS, LIKE THE MASSACRE
IN COLORADO SPRINGS, FOCHS ON THE
MENTAL HEALTH OF THE INDIVIDUALS
— AVOIDING ANY BROADER CRITIQUE
OF GUN LAWS, POLITICAL ALLEGIANCES,

BUT THERE IS o e B THESE ATTEMPTS TO OFFER

™

. . e Aen
A NEED TO AVOID : IS  QUANTITATIVE REFLECTIONS
FALLING INTO > ' ON VIOLENCE LEAD TO

THIS MEANS
RELIGION, ETC, OTHERS, SUCH AS THE

THE WAYS IN NOT JUST THINKING OF  § ITSELF IN MORE POETIC TERMS,
THE METHODOLOGICAL  jgmme THE FORMS OF RECENT ATTACKS IN SAN BERNARDINO, WHICH ITS ETHNIC, POLITICS AS A SOCIAL SCIENCE WE ARE TASKED WITH
TRAP SET BY PINKER. : UTILITARIAN CALCULATIONS IMMEDIATELY CONNECT THOSE INDIVIDUALS VIOLENCE 1S ALSO WHAT ARE MASCULINE AND OF ANALYTICAL REASON, IMAGINING BETTER FUTURES
HIS WORK IS ETHICALLY THROLIGH WHICH TO BROADER HISTORICAL AND RELIGIOUS ASPECTS. MORE THAN THOSE? ATHLETIC FORM SPEAKS CENTURIES OF RATIONALIZED AND BETTER STYLES
AND POLITICALLY SOME FORMS OF >

PHYSICAL ATTACKS. TO RACIAL, GENDERED

AND SURVIVALIST
DISCOURSE.

AND CALCULATED VICLEMNCE
HAVE MADE THE INTOLERABLE
APPEAR ARBITRARY
AND NORMAL.

OF LIVING.

AP W VIOLENCE ARE JUISTIFIED.
COMPROMISED. by A5 WHAT ABOLIT HOW

WE USE THE TERM
l\ 'VIOLENCE'?

T HAVE SEEN
NEWS REPORTS
THAT SAY A SITUATION

"TURNED VIOLENT'
PERHAPS WE NEED WHEN ONLY PROPERTY
A BETTER CONCEPTION WAS BEING DAMAGED. CAN

OF WHAT CONSTITUTES PROPERTY BE A VICTIM { {
VIOLENCE: OF VIOLENCE? NONS A
] % e \-/ -j;.-j ’
| - Y

RIGHT -

VIOLENCE 15
A COMPLEX PROBLEM
THAT DEFIES NEAT
DESCRIPTION.

PSYCHOLOGICAL ABLISE IS

A FORM OF YIOLENCE,

AND SOME OF THE MOST
LASTING CASUALTIES OF WAR
ARE INTELLECTUAL.

IN
RODIN'S ORIGINAL
1880 SCULPTURE,
THE THINKER APPEARS
KNEELING BEFORE
THE GATES OF HELL —
A SCENE OF VIOLENCE
WHICH GIVES 1T
CONTEXT.

AND THERE'S =1 "'ﬁ
AN INTERESTING a7,

TENSION IN THE THINKER'S
RELATIONSHIP TO

VIOLENCE.

SUCH APPROACHES ARE INCAPABLE OF
ANSWERING THE ETHICAL QUESTIONS:

L]

Y BEFORE THE GATES, ‘
{ THE THINKER APPEARS TO
BE TURNING AWAY FROM g
THE INTOLERABLE

. THOUGHT BEGINS 1|
IN THE PRESENCE OF
THE RAW REALITIES
OF VIOLENCE ;
__ AND SUFFERING. /!

AMND IN FERGUSON,
REPORTS ALSO SAID THAT
PROTESTS ‘TURNED VIOLENTY,
IGNORING THAT THE SITUATION
WAS ALREADY VIOLENT,
WITH YOUNG BLACKS
BEING GUMNED DOWN BY
POLICE WITH 1MPLINITY.

THIS IS ALL TOO
COMMON TODAY -

TURNING AWAY
INTO ABSTRACTION
OR SOME POSITION
OF "OBJECTIVITY".

e el

THE PHILOSOPHER
WALTER BENJAMIN 3AW
THE TASK OF DEVELOPING
A CRITIQUE OF VIOLENCE
A5 ONE OF OUR MOST

SIGNIFICANT INTELLECTUAL
CHALLENGES. =

WHEN 1S THE KILLING ENOUGH?
AS A RESULT, CAN WE JUSTIFY THE ACCEPTANCE OF
THE HUMAN DIMENSIONS 1,000 DEATHS BUT DECLARE 1,001 TOO MANY?
TO THE VIOLENCE, EACH FORM OF VIOLENCE NEEDS TO BE CRITIGQUED
THE QUALITATIVE AND CONDEMNED ON ITS OWN TERMS 50
ASPECTS OF IT, WE THINK OF BREAKING THE CYCLE OF YIOLENCE
ARE OFTEN WRITTEN BY MOVING BEYOND OVERTLY
OUT OF THE RECORDS. POLIMCIZED DICHOTOMIES.

ALSO, EXTREME SOCIAL NEGLECT, BREAKING THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE
LUINNECESSARY SUFFERING CALISED REQUIRES NEW POLITICAL AND
BY PREVENTABLE DISEASE AND PHILOSOPHICAL CO-ORDINATES
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND RESOLIRCES TO POINT LIS
ARE FORMS OF VIOLENCE... IN ALTERNATIVE DIRECTIONS,
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' ISRAEL’S SUPREME COURT REJECTED

o : § THIS DEFENSE, STATING: EICHMANN SHOWED LITTLE TRACE OF AN SOME THOUGHT THAT ARENDT WAS BUYING
' y ANTISEMITIC PERSONALITY, HATRED, OR OF ANY EARLY INTO THE IDEA OF EICHMANN'S DEFENSE
| BUENOS AIRES, 11 MAY 196 EICHMANN WENT BEFORE THE I NEVER DID EICHMANN THE TR OHEEE WITH PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGE TO HIS CHARACTER. THAT HE WAS JUST FOLLOWING ORDERS,
= -~ ANYTHING, GREAT RECEIVED NO SUPERIOR EICHMANN WAS PRECISELY _
e = JERUSALEM DISTRICT COLIRT —wr— IN FACT HE SEEMED TO BUT ARENDT DISAGREED.
- — — FROM 11 APRIL 1961 ONWARDS OR SMALL, WITHOUT ORDERS AT ALL. HE WAS THAT SO MANY WERE LIKE A= ) HAVE AN ORDINARY AND
: OBTAINING IN ADVANCE | HIS OWN SLPERIOR AND HIM, AND THAT THE MANY

COMMON PERSONALITY. HIS
MAIN CONCERN SEEMED TO
HAVE BEEN TO IMPROVE HIS
CAREER. :

EXPRESS INSTRUCTIONS
FROM ADOLF HITLER

OR ONE OF mYy
SUPERIORS.

HE GAVE ALL ORDERS IN
1 MATTERS THAT CONCERNED
JEWISH AFFAIRS...

WERE NEITHER PERVERTED
HE WAS INDICTED ON 15 CRIMINAL NOR SADISTIC. ]
CHARGES, INCLUDING CRIMES AGAINST
HUMANITY, WAR CRIMES, CRIMES
AGAINST THE JEWISH PEOPLE, AND
MEMBERSHIP OF AN OUTLAWED
ORGANIZATION.

HANNAH ARENDT, A JEW WHO FLED
GERMANY AFTER HITLER'S RISE TO POWER,
WAS SENT TO REPORT ON EICHMANN’S
TRIAL FOR THE NEW YORKER.

WHAT I GOT
FROM THE EICHMANN
TRIAL WAS A REALIZATION OF
THE FEARSOME, WORD-AND-
THOUGHT-DEFYING

BANALITY OF EVIL.

THE SO-CALLED FINAL
SOLUTION WOULD NEVER
HAVE ASSUMED THE INFERNAL
FORMS OF THE FLAYED SKIN
AND TORTLRED FLESH OF
MILLIONS OF JEWS....

A POLITICAL THEORIST, SHE HAD ALREADY
PUBLISHED KEY STUDIES, SUCH AS THE
ORIGINS OF TOTALITARIANISM (1951) AND
THE HUMAN CONDITION (1958). BUT HER
EXPERIENCE OF EICHMANN'S TRIAL WAS TO
LEAD HER TO WRITE HER MOST FAMOUS
AND CONTENTIOUS BOOK, EICHMANN IN
JERLISALEM: A REPORT ON THE BANALITY
=F OF EVIL (1963).

WITHOUT THE
FANATICAL ZEAL AND
THE UNQUENCHABLE
BLOOD THIRST OF THE
APPELLANT AND HIS
ASSOCIATES.

SHE DID NOT MEAN
THAT EVIL HAD BECOME
COMMONPLACE. WHAT
HAD BECOME BANAL
WAS THE FAILURE TO
THINK — MEANING

A FAILURE TO TAKE
ENOUGH CRITICAL

THEY WERE,
AND STILL ARE, TERRIBLY
AND TERRIFYINGLY

B = DISTANCE REGARDING
F_ ?ﬁﬁ"!‘-f"‘ l 1 ARENDT CAME TO THINK THAT THE NORMAL. THE ACTIONS THAT
= G e ) \ X5 HOLOCALIST AND OTHER EXAMPLES OF ; LAW AND POLICY AND
] GREAT 'EVIL’ WERE NOT THE RESULT OF . AUTHORITY IMPOSE
(h@hg ADOLF OTTO EICHMANN . i FANATICAL MINDS, OF CRAZY, POWER- VIEWPOINT OF OLIR LEGAL UPON Us.
é?hﬁ o R MAD SOCIOPATHS — BUT, FAR MORE INSTITUTIONS AND OF OUR
o s &= k] SHOCKINGLY, WERE THE ACTIONS OF MORAL STANDARDS OF
A A GERMAN NAZ! f i ORDINARY PEOPLE. JUDGMENT, THIS NORMALITY
AND SS-OBER- ) WAS MUCH MORE TERRIFYING
=}, STURMBANNFLUHRER. | = ORDINARY PEOPLE WHO HAD COME TO I:},i.f‘{'éi“oi 18 A
(e -i; ACCEPT THE TWISTED IDEAS OF THEIR 1 NORMALIZATION
L .5.1- Y RULER OR SYSTEM AND HAD TAKEN PART | OF COMMITTING
ONE OF THE KEY A 1!‘]’“_‘.‘ ; - __.'__. IN HORRIBLE, MONSTROUS ACTIONS, BUT FOR IT IMPLIED — 4 DEGRADING ACTS
L ORGANIZERS OF - R — SOMEHOW - SAW SUCH ACTIONS AS AS HAD BEEN SAID AT .| TO OTHER
\\ | THE HOLOCALUST. NORMAL. NUREMBERG OVER AND | HUMAN BEINGS...
: OVER AGAIN BY THE

DEFENDANTS AND THEIR

w

AFTER WORLD WAR TWO HE ESCAPED AND‘_FRLED / ; (/f HAVE ALREADY _ COUNSELS — THAT THIS
TO ARGENTINA, LIVING UNDER A FALSE IDENTITY. ,.-'/ " SURRENDERED TO NEgAmELOF

MY FATE.

I
INTO DOING SUCH
HORRIBLE THINGS
IN AN ORGANIZED
AND SYSTEMATIC
WAY, SO THAT THEY
£ BECOME ROUTINE

AND ACCEPTED AS

ARENDT WAS CRITICAL OF
MANY ASPECTS OF THE TRIAL,
INCLUDING THAT IT TOOK PLACE
ON BEHALF OF JUST ONE
COUNTRY, ISRAEL, RATHER
THAN OF ALL HUMANITY. THIS
IDEA OF EICHMANN BEING

] A CRAZY FANATIC WITH AN

= '‘UNQUENCHABLE BLOOD THIRST’
SEEMED, TO HER, A SHALLOW

WHO IS IN
ACTUAL FACT
HOSTIS GENERIS
HUMANI..*

COMMITS HIS
CRIMES UNDER
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAKE

IT WELL-NIGH IMPOSSIBLE
FOR HIM TO KNOW OR

ON THIS DAY HE WAS CAPTLIRED BY A TEAM CONCLUSION. TO FEEL THAT HE IS NORMAL.
OF MOSSAD AGENTS AND SMUGGLED INTO DOING WRONG. o
| ISRAEL TO FACE TRIAL.
*ENEMY OF HUMANKIND
=
A FLRTHER POINT INFLIRIATED ARENDT. IN HIS ARENDT'S IDEAS HAVE OFTEN BEEN LINKED TO THE MILGRAM'S STUDIES SEEM THIS IS IN SOME WAYS A MORE LINSETTLING THE NAZI ERA MAY SEEM LIKE ANCIENT HISTORY TO SOME YOLING PEOPLE. SO, HOW DOES THIS OR. EVEN MORE RECENTLY. THE DEGRADING YOU BETTER
DEFENSE EICHMANN MENTIONED THE IDEAS OF THE EXPERIMENTS OF STANLEY MILGRAM ON OBEDIENCE TO TO SHOW THAT ANYBODY CONCLUSION THAN SAYING IT'S DOWN TO EVIL, APPLY IN CONTEMPORARY LIFE? TN THE RECENT PAST WE HAVE SEEN HORRIBLE ABUSES OF POWER OR, EYEN MORE RECENTLY HT D L‘I‘D - THANK JESUS THAT
PHILOSOPHER KANT. AUTHORITY — THOUGH ARENDT HERSELF WAS NOT A GREAT CAN BECOME A TYRANT, MAD, SOCIOPATHIC PEOPLE. AND DISGLSTING TREATMENT OF OTHER HLMAN BEINGS CARRIED OUT IN PLACES LIKE RWANDA AND pRE%xENR AOQ"; pn: Sgsgps ITT{E:;E vA;/ngGs'Zx ﬁt,chTE YOU'RE ALIVE,
FAN OF SLICH EXPERIMENTS. IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE BOSNIAN WAR OF 1992 TO 1995. A 'S}DLDIERS A ATII?I - D SCUMBAG!

— EVEN IN SUPPOSEDLY
'‘DEMOCRATIC’' SOCIETIES,
WHICH SAY THEY VALUE
INDIVIDUALISM.

W
i Yo

BUT,

_-..’ i ON THEM, TYING ROPES TO THEIR PENISES AND
: ! I BELIEVE IN

DRAGGING THEM ACROSS THE FLOOR, POURING
PHOSPHORIC ACID ON THEM, AND SODOMIZING
THEM WITH  _am A BATON. 1

IN IMPLEMENTING
THE FINAL SOLUTION, I WAS
ACTING FROM OBEDIENCE.

I DERIVED MY MORALS FROM

MY READING OF KANT.

I CAME TO
SEE THE CATEGORICAL
IMPERATIVE AS INDICATING THAT
ONE OUGHT TO ACT IN SUCH A
WAY THAT THE FUHRER WOULD
APPROVE, OR WOULD
HIMSELF SO ACT.

THIS IS OUTRAGEOUS!
L) S

OH YEAH? I BELIEVE
IN TORTURE — AND I
WILL TORTLRE YOU!

= e i
IN THE BOSNIAN WAR WE SAW THE APPEARANCE OF
CONCENTRATION CAMPS YET AGAIN. SURELY NOT IN MODERN
EUROPE? SADLY, YES — CAMPS LIKE TRNOPOLJE, KERATERM AND
MANJA SPOKE COMPLACENCY-SHATTERING VOLUMES ABOUT THE
CONTINUATION OF THIS PROBLEM.

MILGRAM’S EXPERIMENTS WERE INSPIRED BY THAT PAT IDEA ALLOWS US TO DISMISS
THE EICHMANN TRIAL, AND CONDUCTED FROM THE ISSUE, PUSH IT FROM OUR MINDS AS
1961 TO 1963. THEY SEEMED TO INDICATE SOMETHING ABERRANT, THAT WOULDN'T
THAT, INDEED, EVEN ORDINARY PEOPLE MAY
DO TERRIBLE THINGS TO
OTHER PEOPLE, UNDER

CERTAIN SITUATIONS AND
CONDITIONS.

ERROL MORRIS’S FILM 'STANDARD
OPERATING PROCEDURE’
EMPHASIZED THAT THESE U.S.
SOLDIERS WERE NOT
EXCEPTIONAL BUT FOLLOWING
ROUTINE STANDARDS. 1T ASKED:
'..HOW COULD AMERICAN VALUES
BECOME SO COMPROMISED THAT
ABU GHRAIB COULD HAPPEN?' THIS
SOUNDS VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT

HEY, THAT GUY
SOUNDS LIKE HE’S IN
REAL PAIN... WE GOTTA
STOP THIS, NO?

IT'S INCOMPREHENSIBLE —
SINCE KANT’S MORAL PHILOSOPHY
IS SO CLOSELY BOUND uUpP
WITH MAN’S FACULTY OF
JUDGMENT.

S FE A
P s Al

WHICH RULES OuT
BLIND OBEDIENCE!

THE EXPERIMENT
REQUIRES THAT
YOU CONTINUE.

JULY 1995 SAW WHAT THE SECRETARY-
: . . ‘ GENERAL OF THE LINITED NATIONS CALLED: IN TRIBUNALS HELD AFTER THE WAR, THE TERRIBLE DID CERTAIN PEOPLE IN THE U.S. POWER STRUCTURE THINK THAT
" ; DISPLAYS OF VIOLENCE ARE NECESSARY TO INVOKE NOTIONS OF POWER
BUT THE IDEA THAT SUCH ‘...THE WORST CRIME ON EUROPEAN SOIL CALL OF ‘JUST FOLLOWING ORDERS’ WAS HEARD >
AND DOMINANCE? A FORMER U.S. ARMY BRIGADIER, GENERAL JANIS
COULD BE CARRIED OUT BY ORDINARY PEOPLE IS FAR MORE SINCE THE SECOND WORLD WAR'. OVER YET AGAIN. THE PRESIDENT OF SERBIA, SLOBODAN KARPINSKI, SAID SHE HAD SEEN A LETTER APPARENTLY SIGNED BY DONALD
CHALLENGING AND UPSETTING. 8,000 MUSLIM MEN WERE EXECUTED BY MILOSEVIC, WAS ACCUSED OF EITHER DIRECTLY
RUMSFELD WHICH ALLOWED CIVILIAN CONTRACTORS TO USE VARIOUS
= T BOSNIAN SERB FORCES AFTER THE FALL OF OR TACITLY APPROVING THE MASSACRE THAT WAS
EXTREME TECHNIQUES DURING INTERROGATION, DESPITE THESE BEING
SREBRENICA. CARRIED OUT ON THE ORDERS OF BOSNIAN SERB CONTRARY TO THE GENEVA CONVENTION
: " ARMY COMMANDER RATKO MLADIC. i TR ;
B g ——

ONCE AGAIN IT SEEMS TOO SIMPLE TO SAY SUCH
SOLDIERS ARE CRAZY OR 'BAD APPLES’'. PERHAPS
THESE PROBLEMS OF CRUEL ACTS CARRIED OUT IN
POSITIONS OF POWER, OF FOLLOWING WHATEVER
AUTHORITIES SAY IN BLIND OBEDIENCE, ARE STILL
VERY MUCH WITH US.

I MUST CONCLUDE
THAT ARENDT’S CONCEPTION
OF THE BANALITY OF EVIL
COMES CLOSER TO THE TRUTH
- THAN ONE MIGHT
DARE IMAGINE.

B
I lth:l'n

IF WE CONSIDER THESE ATROCITIES AFTER
REFLECTING ON ARENDT’S IDEAS, WE MAY FIND

IT HARD TO DISMISS THE SERBIAN SOLDIERS AS
'FANATICS WITH AN UNQUENCHABLE BLOOD
THIRST', AND SEE THEM AS MODERN EUROPEANS,
NOT SO FAR FROM OURSELVES HERE AND NOW.

IT MAY MAKE US
FEEL THAT OLR OWN
FACADE OF CIVILITY AND
REASONABLENESS IS A
VERY THIN ONE INDEED.

FOR KANT, EVERY MAN WAS A LEGISLATOR
THE MOMENT HE STARTED TO ACT. BY USING
HIS PRACTICAL REASON MAN FOUND THE
PRINCIPLES THAT COULD AND SHOULD BE THE
PRINCIPLES OF LAW.

PERHAPS THE BANALITY OF EVIL IS SOMETHING

THAT, IN THE WRONG CIRCUMSTANCES, COLLD
TOLUCH US ALL.

feciesdmIon TRDD
| A8AASFIRATTRRR IR

THE SREBRENICA MASSACRE
MEMORIAL WALL OF NAMES.

L =
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' — IN 1953 HE GOT A GOOD POSITION AT THE BILDA-JOINVILLE
ERANTZ FANCMN WAS A FRENCH-EDUCATED HE JOINED THE FREE FREMCH FORCES HE FOUGHT IN MORDCCO, PEYCHIATRIC HOSPTAL IN COLONIAL ALGERIA, WHERE HE THE COMMON IDEAL OF COLONIES WAS OF SUPERICR
PSTCHIATRIST AND EXISTEMTIAL HUAAMIST AND A CONVOY GDING TO CASABLANCA, ALGERIA AND FRANCE ITSELF, STAYED UNTIL 1957. THERE HE BROUGHT IN ASPECTS OF WESTERNERS CIVILIZING MORE BACKWARD AREAS, OF
WHOSE WRITING HAS BEEM HUGELY HE WAS BORM IN 1925 IN THE CARIBBEANM ISLAND CMN THE WaAY HE WAS ANGERED BY THE DISTINGLISHING HIMSELFR HUMANISTIC PSYCHIATRY, FOR EXAMFPLE ENCOURAGING THE IN 1954 THE ALGERIAN WAR BROKE OUT, AND OVER ITS DOING 50 TOUGHLY, BUT BASICALLY WITH GOOD INTENTIONS;
INFLUENTIAL IN POST-COLOMAL STUDIES, OF MARTIMIGUE, AT THAT TIME PART OF THE BLACK MALE VOLUNTEERS BEING HELD IN s ACTIVE AGENCY OF THE PATIENTS. HOWEVER, HE CONTINUED BI?EAR mr_.;c:w COURSE, RIVEN BY Gueﬁq-[-n TACTICS OF THE NATIVE PECPLE BEING "NOBLE SAVAGES' — INFERIOR, e I \
AFRICAN LITERATURE AND NATIONAL FREMCH EMPIRE (AND STILL AN "OVERSEAS REGION THE DANK HULL OF THE SHIP, LIKE SLAVES L, - TC SUFFER RACIAL PREJUDICE FROM COLLEAGUES, VICLENT INTERNAL CONFLICT AND TORTURE (I:JN BOTH ! BUT WOT BEYOND REDEAMPTICN. ?;Eélall?:gﬁgglr;ﬁ 'RDIEFP::EEE?H\;:EHEFJLE
IC-I.-ECE;LIS:.DN FICTEMENTS AROHID THE ﬁ::?&&ik;&rﬁrﬁt FI‘;EC\::ITLEGEO{?; Lj:-:lg.m SIDES, A MILLION OR MORE PECPLE WERE KILLED. MANT THROUGH HIS WORK WITH COLONIZED PECPLES INFERICR. SUCH MODES OF REPRESENTATION AS
) POPLLA y l;. piarly y FREMNCH, AFTER RECENTLY LOSING THE COLONY OF HE S4W THAT THEY WERE OFTEN SUBJECTED TO FOUMD IN THE CASTA (RELATED TO THE WORDS
'p-g;ﬁgr\gh-‘.-.::%:i ;gis Eﬁgu?iﬁ TT:EE Laéwi:as.f INDC-CHINA, FELT STRONGLY ABOLIT MAINTAINING VIGLENCE - PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL. THIS RACE AND CASTE) PAINTINGS FROM MEKICO OFTEN
STRATA ALGERLA AS AM INTEGRAL PART OF FRANCE. RESULTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF VARIOUS DEPICTED A CLEAR HIERARCHY OF RACES. THE
MNEURCSEES, SUCH AS AN INFERICRITY COMPLEX OCCIDENTAL WHITES AT THE TOR, CRIOLLO MEXT,
OR THE DESIRE TO BE WHITE, AND ALL THE WaY DOWN TO THE NATIVE BORN
TIMDIANS, SOME OF WHOM EVEN APPEAR CUTSIDE
- E OF THE STRUCTURE.

‘} T
Towisk ;16
\" FAMOMN WAS 4 KEY FIGURE WHD CHANGED THAT
g, IMAGE INTD SOMETHING MORE REALISTIC, AND
BRUTAL, WE FOCLUSED ON THE VIOLEMNCE INHERENT
IN THE COLOMIAL STSTEM.
[T
BUT HE FELT THAT BLACK SCLDIERS WERE USHERED AWAY AND FORGOTTEN ONCE
THE WAR HAD BEEN WON, HE FELT DISILLUSIONED - WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF
THE FIGHT FOR HUMAN DIGMITY IF SUCH RACIAL PREJUDICE WAS TO CONTINUEF
iGETLNE
L i &
R
=) » <
vg e sCONGD LABDRERS WHO FAILED TO
P J MEET RUBBER CCHLLECTION QUOTAS WERE
‘ SOMETIMES PUNISHED BY HAMNG A HAND
CUT OFF BY THEIR BELGIAN OYERLORDS

N OWWTIT VICHY FREMCH SAILORS THIS AFFECTED THE TEENAGE .
WERE BLOCKADED ON THE ISLAND, FANCN, WHO BECAME DISGUSTED AT 19 HE DECIDED TO JCHN 1N FANGN, VIA HIS EXPERIENCES AND HIS
AND THROUGH A TOXIC MIXTURE OF WITH COLONIAL OPPRESSION, HE :;*:‘.E r:]"'é"" D?:;i;;"i’éfﬁ NG FANON CAME TO UNDERSTAND THAT || HIS SYMPATHIES LAY INTELLECTUAL INFLUENCES, DEVELOPED
GLOBAL IMPCTENCE AND LOCAL WAS NOT AFRAID TO FIGHT BACK. ING WH IEs| MOST OF THE MENTAL ILLNESS HE | MORE WITH THE REBELS. THE IDEA THAT COLONIALISM WAS A . .
POWER THEY TUBNED 1O BEHAVING A WHITE MAN'S WAR, WITH TREATED DURING THAT TISE RESULTED 1M SYSTEM OF VIOLENCE BASED OM // COLOMNIALISA, 15 NOT "EXPOSED TO Dfl.ll.‘fl’ INCITEMENT TO
1 & VERT OPPRESSIVE Wiy ALL SERICUSNESS HE REPLIED: SOME MANNER FROM THE OPPRESSION DIALECTICAL RACIAL ENAITY. THAT 1S, ON o e M E B oo e pE FRNINES
TOWARDS THE LOCAL PECPLE, RN THEY OF COLOMIALISM — IN BOTH THE THE DYNAMIC OF HOSTILITY BETWEEN EMPTYING THE NATIVE'S BRAIN OF LINPAID RENT, A MOTHER'S WITHERED
MNCLUDING VIOLENT ABLSE AND TAKE OFF THEIR TORTURED AND THE TORTURERS! TWO CPFPOSING RACIAL GROUPS. "ALL FORM AND CONTENT. _ BREAST, CHILDREN WHO ARE NOTHING
SEXUAL HARASSMENT, SE AR BEHLLY WHEREVER THERE 15 ) L ) ) " s . '
A O BEHAVE IMJUSTICE, COR AN ASSALLT ON BUT SKIN AND BONE, THE CLOSLRE
LIKE AUTHENTIC ' : - ’ OF A WORKSITE AND THE JOBLESS
HUMAN DIGNITY OR THE SPIRIT OF BY A KIND OF
RACISTS! MUMAN KINC 15 THREATENED... PERVERTED LOGIC, IT TURNS 10 WHO HANG ARCLIND THE FOREMAN
I WILL BE THERE AND FIGHT TO THE PAST OF THE OPPRESSED o ey e SO

SUBJECT COMES TO SEE HIS FELLOW

FPEQFLE, AND DISTORTS, DISFIGURES,
MAN A5 A RELENTLESS ENEMT.

AND DESTROYS IT.

THE DEATH AGAINST THAT. HIS WAR SERVICE GAVE HIM THE RIGHT TO STUDY IN FRANCE FOR FREE. IN 1952, FANON WROTE HIS FIRST

HE STUMED LITERATURE, DRAMA AND FHILOSOPHT IN LYON, AND B, BLACK SKIN, WHITE MASKS, AN
EVENTUALLY QUALIFIED AS A PSTCHIATRIST IN 1951, HE WAS INFLUENCED AMALTSIS OF THE DAMAGING PSYTCHO-
BY THE RADICAL PSYCHIATRY OF FRANCESC TOSQUELLES. LOWGICAL EFFECTS OF COLOMIALISM,
UPON BLACK PECPLE, THE PSYCHOLOGY
OF RACISM AND THE DEHUMANIZATION
OF COLOMIAL DOMINATION,

COLOMNIALISM CREATED A 5YSTEM OF
LOWGIC THAT WaS BASED OM VIOLENCE.

ANY COLONY TENDS
TO BECOME ONE VAST FARMYARD,
ONE VAST COMNCENTRATION CAMP
WHERE THE OMLY LAW 15 THAT
OF THE KNIFE.

Wi

IT WAS HERE THAT HE FORMULATED THE IDEAS LATER
EXFRESSED IN HIS BOCK THE WRETCHED OF THE
EARTH (1961) (FRENCH: LE5S DAMNES DE LA
TERRE). AN ANALTSIS OF THE DEHUMANIZING EFFECTS
OF COLOMIZATION UPON INDIVIDUALS AND MATIONS,
AND THE PATH TO LIBERATION

i

\

RINTZ FANDY

eI Of EH

g

BEING ONE MEMBER OF & POWERFUL THE INTE‘DDUCITIDN TO THE 1961 EDITION OF THE WRETCHED FOR EXAMPLE, HOMI K BHABHA CRITICIZED SARTRE, SATING THE INDIGENOLUS ARATA MOVEMENT, THE ZAPATISTAS, UNLIKE THE TSLAMIC INSURGENTS, HAVE NOT RELIED OM NEAT
FANCN, THINKING LIKE A PSYCHIATRIST ABCUT THE T AND LIFE-CHANGING FORCE ALLOWS THE OF TME EARTH WAS 8Y FRENCH PHILOSOPHER JEAN-PALL THAT HIS INTRODUCTICN LIMITED LINCERSTANDING QIF THE ZADATISTAS OF CHIAPAS, MEXICO DIALECTICAL GEPOSITIONS IN ORDER TO JUSTIFY THEIR REVOLUTIONART AIMS,
. fivthy e . - INDIVIDUAL TO FEEL AT LAST THAT HE IS5 NOT SARTRE. SUCH A WELL-KNOWN WRITER MAY HAVE HELPED FANON'S FOINTS, FOCUSING TOO MUCH ON ITS PROMOTION AT . . '
THIS CREATES A VIOLENT NELRCSIS CREATED BY COLONIALSM, NOTED THAT — ONLY MASTER OF HIS OWN FATE.. : PROMOTE THE BOOK BUT IT HAS ALSO CALSED SOME OF VIOLENT RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION - AN ELEMENT IS ANCTHER RECENT EXAMPLE.
RECIPROCITY BETWEEN VIOLENCE WAS LIKE A KIND OF ‘TREATMENT": ~ COMFUSION AS TO THE MAIN MESSAGE, THAT WAS TAKEN UP AGGRESSIVELY IN THE LATE 19605,

THE COLOMIZED AND
THE COLONIZERS.

EURCPEANS, TOU MUST OPEN THIS BOOK AND ENTER INTO IT.
AFTER A FEW STEPS IN THE DARKNESS YO WILL 53EE
STRANGERS GATHERED ARDUND A FIRE: COME CLOSE AND
LISTEM, FOR THEY ARE TALKING OF THE DESTINY THEY WILL

METE QUT TO YOUR TRADING CENTERS AND TO THE HIRED
SOLDIERS WHO DEFEND THEM. _/

AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL.
VIOLENCE 15 A CLEANSING FORCE.
IT RIDS THE COLOMIZED OF THEIR
INFERIORITY COMFLEX, OF THEIR
PASSIVE AND DESPAIRING
ATTITUDE.

SARTRE'S FREFACE GLORIFIES
VICLEMCE BETOND FAMON'S
WORDS OR WISHES... DESMTE THE
DOCTRINE OF LIBERATORY
VIOLENCE, FANON, THE MAN,
DEEP DOWN HATED IT,

IT TEACHES THE QFFRESSED THE
MECESSITY OF VIOLEMNCE, FOR THE
PROCESS OF OVERTHROWING THE
COLONIAL OPPRESSOR, AS 'THE
FIRST SHALL BE LAST, THE LAST
SHALL BE FIRST'

CONNECTED TO THIS AMORE SUBTLE
READING OF FANOM,
CRITICISM OF SARTRE'S INTRODUCTION SHOWS
THAT FANCQN'S VIEWS ON VIDLENCE WERE NOT AS
SIMPLE AS A LITERAL READING MIGHT SUGGEST. ~r
THE "WVIQLEMNCE AS PLURIFICATION' ELEMENT CAMN -
BE SEEMN AS A WARNING, NOT A PROMISE. A - ‘@'
WARNING OF ABUSES LIKE THE VICLENT -

DESTRUCTION OF PERCEIVED ENEMY CULTURES.

v

—

W .

INSTEAD, THE ZARATISTAS FIRST DECLARATION OF LA REALIDAD, 1996, CALLED
FOR: "A NEW IMAGE OF THE WORLD THAT 13 NOT AN 1MAGE INVERSE TO, AND
THUS SIMILAR TO, WHAT 15 ANNIHILATING WS."

THE PROCESS OF WINNING INDEFENDENCE V1A
VIOLENCE CAN BE POLLUTING, 1T CAN END UP
REPRODUCING THAT WHICH 70U ARE FIGHTING TO
ESCAPE. CREATING A POST-COLONIAL MESS IN WHICH

i - iy e - BY SHOWING A COMMIT- BEHIND OUIR BLACK FACE, BEHIND
:g:ﬁm;f?zf;‘?ﬁ_f;f:g? Eﬁ,ﬂ!&;hgqﬂf&”‘”“ MENT TO ‘DIFFERENCE’ OUR ARMED VOICE, BEHIND OUR IT SEEMS THAT THE ZABATISTAS' STRATEGY DOES
'BUT POWERFUL ENCUGH TO IMPROVE THE FATE MALLEED: WITH . RS THEY REFUSE TO GET UNMAMABLE MAME.. WE ARE THE NOT SEEK TO LEGITIMIZE VICLENCE IN ORDER TC
OF HIS COMRADES THROUGH HIS CONTRIBLTICN: CALGHT LUP 1N SOME SAME SIMPLE ORDINARY MEN AND - £ NCE,
THE DEDICATIOM OF HIS LIFE TO THE CAUSE.” YET IT IS INTERESTING TO CONSIDER SARTRE'S INTRODUCTHON, HE CELEBRATED WHAT HE S8W AS FANON'S SUPPORT OF A VIOLENT DIALECTIC THAT WOMEN THAT REPEAT THEMSELVES i':.rf':gllh; égﬁhﬁ}fz?:é Eﬂ;‘gﬁ{'ﬂgi]llllgz:;itcr
JUSTIFIED VIOLENCE BY THE COLONIZED PECPLE AGAINST THE COLONIZER.. SEEING IT AS NECESSARY FOR BOTH THEIR AMENTAL : , . s ; ) : - :
HEALTH AND POLITICAL LIBERATION SEES THE WORLD 1M CRUDE IN ALL RACES, THAT PAINT THEM- THEY HAVE SHOWN THE POWER OF FORGIVEMESS,
X I | L M, THERE 15 ANCTHER READING OF FANGN THAT LENDS BINARY DISTIMNCTIONS, SELVES IN ALL THE COLORS OF THE DESPITE THE HISTORY OF PERSECUTION
ITSELF TO WHAT AMIGHT SEEM TO BE JUST THE OPPOSITE: WORLD.., N THIS E.E‘.E.NEE LF THE
O TG NON-VIOLENCE. INDEED, WE CAN SEE EXAMPLES IN WORLD WE ARE BOLAL BECALISE
HISTORY WHERE PECFLE AND GROUPS HAVE CHOSEN NOT TO WE ARE DIFFERENT
CONFRONT & REGIME OF VIOLENCE WITH MORE VIOLEMNCE,
BUT INSTEAD HAVE SOUGHT MORE DIGNIFIED SCLUTIONS.
o/
L=
0643165 ’
*IT EMBOLDENS THEM, J
AND RESTORES THEIR
SELF-COMFIDENCE.
SARTRE ALSO INSISTED THAT COLOMIALISM DEGRADED NOT :‘-
50, VIOLEMCE WAS A CONLY INDISENCLS POPLULATIONS BUT FRANCE AS WELL (AND
e . SXTENSION, BRITAIM, THE LUSA, SPAIN, ETC).
gfj?;?;ﬁ?lﬁﬂi?ﬁs oo o - . o LIRS ROSA BARES POLITEL, B JAPATIATA SUBCOMANDANTE MABCOS
: J T S S [ —— — FIRMLY, REFUSING TO CHANGE H LAANTE :
JIE HAS SEIZED THE TIME, FANON'S WORDS ARE ALSO FIERY. COLONIAL PEOPLES. “% L—— ——  — SEATS ON A SEGREGATED BLS IN OR THE LONE PROTESTER THIS CAN, WE BELIEVE,
SOURCE OF HIS ILLNESS SSSESE - o - _ﬂ——*_'_'_'_; HELF BUILD BRIDGES WITHOUT

THE 19505, IN THE TIAMANMEN SGQUARE
PROTESTS OF 1989.

THE FIRST TASK FOR
ANY NEW POLITICS IS TO
RECOGMIZE THAT THERE ARE
DIFFEREMNCES BETWEEN LS ALL, 5O
WE ASPIRE TO A POLITICS OF
TOLERANCE AND INCLUSION.

AND RIPPED IT FROM
SOCIETY, HE 15 CLURED,
AND HEALTHY WITH THE
EXHILARATION OF
ACTION.!

CEASING TO BE DIFFERENT, 50 THAT
WE CAN HAE A WORLD IN WHICH
MANYT WORLDS FIT...

TO TOUCH MY READER
AFFECTIWELY, OR IN OTHER
WORDS IRRATIONALLY OR
SEMELALLY. FOR ME
WORDS HAYE A CHARGE.
I FIND MYSELF INCAPABLE
OF ESCAFING THE BITE OF
A WORD, THE VERTIGD OF
A GQLUESTION-MARK
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Paulo Freire
The Pedagogy ot the Oppressed

 illustrated by Inko

PAULO FREIRE
(1921-97)
I5 SEEN AS ONE CF
THE FOUNDERS OF
CRITICAL PEDAGOGY.

—~ THOUGH THEIR
POLITICAL
IMPORTANCE
AND HIS PLACE
IN THE HISTORY
OF THOUGHT 15
OFTEN LINDER-
APPRECIATED.

HIS IDEAS HAVE HAD
FAR-REACHING
IMPLICATIONS

FREIRE THOUGHT THAT EDUICATION
WAS AT THE HEART OF
REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE.
'POST-COLONIAL’ POPULATIONS
SHOULD HAVE AN EDUCATION WHICH
IS ACUTELY AWARE OF THE HISTORY
OF OPPRESSION, DEMANDING NEW
SYSTEMS OF THINKING RATHER THAN
A CONTINUATION OF THE CULTURE
OF THE COLONIZER.

HE WAS A BRAZILIAN EDUCATOR
WHOSE BOOK, PEDAGOGY OF THE
OPPRESSED, WAS ONE OF THE FIRST
TEXTS TO CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL

IDEAS ABOUT EDUCATION. IT WAS
SOMETHING OF AN EXATENSION TO

FRANTZ FANON'S THE WRETCHED

OF THE EARTH IN FOCUSING ON

THE LEGACY OF COLONIALISM,
AND ON THE NEED TO CHALLENGE

ITS INTELLECTUAL FOLINDATIONS,

FREIRE WAS BORN IN 1921 TO A MIDDLE-CLASS
FAMILY THAT FELL INTO POVERTY DURING
THE GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE 19305,

THIS AFFECTED HIM GREATLY.

I DIDN'T
LINDERSTAND
ANYTHING BECALISE
OF MY HUNGER. IT WASN'T
LACK OF INTEREST... MY SOCIAL
CONDITION DIDN'T ALLOW
ME TO HAVE AN
EDUCATION.

EXPERIENCE
SHOWED ME THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

SOCIAL CLASS AND
KNOWLEDGE.

AN

A FURTHER POINT IS THAT CRITICAL

PEDAGOGY WOULD NOT SUDDENLY
CEASE IN A SOCIETY DOMINATED
BY SOCIALISM OR ANARCHISM.

OK,
WE HAVE GOT
OUR SOCIALIST
UTCPIA. GOOD

STUFF... =

THE IMPORTANCE
OF HELPING TO FOSTER
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
IN THE NEXT GENERATION
SHOULD ALSO GO ON IN A

-\ CRITICAL THINKING )
. ANY MORE, ~ LEFTWING-DOMINATED
HUH? f SOCIETY.
— R _ . —

I GUESS THER
15 NO NEED FOR

\“‘l I“"\‘Iﬁ\\_\_'.‘-\_-p.._._ —f ..'.J':...I;I.l' J L%
LEADERS, ‘"“ . N/
LEFT OR RIGHT, WHO i o _rf”\ N,

INSIST ON IMPOSING
THEIR DECISIONS, DO
NCOT ORGANIZE THE
PEOPLE - THEY
MANIPLLATE
THEM.

LIBERATE: THEY
OPPRESS.,

A TRULY
LIBERATING PEDAGOGY
CAN’'T BE DISTANT FROM
THE OPPRESSED OR TREAT
THEM AS UNFORTUNATES TO
BE LED. THE OPPRESSED
MUST BE THEIR OWN
EXAMPLE IN THE
STRUGGLE FOR THEIR
REDEMPTION.

WHAT 1S NEEDED
15 A PERMANENT
REVOLUTION IN THOUGHT.
SOMETHING THAT IS CONSTANTLY
AWARE OF THE SOURCES OF
EAPLOITATION AND OPPRESSION
- WHATEVER COLOR OF FLAG
IT WRAPS ITSELF IN.

FREIRE STUDIED LAW AND PHILOSOPHY
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF RECIFE FROM
1943, HE CHOSE NOT TO PRACTICE
LAW, BUT TO TEACH IN SECONDARY
SCHOOLS. LATER HE WORKED WITH

THE ILLITERATE POOR, INCORPORATING
MARXIST IDEAS WITH ANTI-COLONIAL

NARRATIVES, AND BLENDED THEM

WITH THE LIBERATION TEACHINGS
BEING PROMOTED BY THE CHURCH
IN LATIN AMERICA.

o b
L et
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IN 1961, HE BECAME DIRECTOR
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL
EXTENSION OF RECIFE LINIVERSITY

AND APPLIED HIS UNUSUAL
TECHNIGIUES OF EDUCATION,
TEACHING 300 SUGAR-CANE

WORKERS TO READ AND WRITE IN
JUST Y45 DAYS.

HE ALSO HELPED T
TO SET UP MANY
'CULTLIRAL CIRCLES'
WITH BRAZILIAN
GOVERNMENT
APPROVAL.

BUT THE 1964
MILITARY COUP
IN BRAZIL ENDED
THESE EXPERIMENTS
AND FREIRE WAS
EVEN IMPRISONED.

AFTER HIS RELEASE HE WORKED
IN CHILE FOR THE CHRISTIAN
DEMOCRATIC AGRARIAN

I | -

ELCOME TO HARVARD w | -
o

REFORM MOVEMENT AND
PUBLISHED HIS FIRST BOOK
IN 1967 - EDLICATION AS
THE PRACTICE OF FREEDOM.

IN 1969, AFTER PEDAGOGY
OF THE OPPRESSED WAS
PUBLISHED (1968 ORIGINALLY
AND 1970 IN ENGLISH) HE
WAS OFFERED A VISITING
PROFESSORSHIP AT

HARVARD UNIVERSITY,

HENRY A GIROUX IS
A WELL-KNOWN SOCIAL
CRITIC AND EDUCATOR
WHO, INSPIRED BY FREIRE,

INTELLECTUALLY AND
PERSONALLY, HAS
CONTINUED TO DO
IMPORTANT WORK
IN A SIMILAR VEIN.

GIROUX INSISTS THAT
EDUCATION 1S CENTRAL
TO LIBERATION POLITICS.

IN HIS WORK THE
LINIVERSITY IN
CHAINS HE TOOK
FOCUSED ASPECTS OF

CRITICAL PEDAGOGY
AND APPLIED THEM TO
THE UNIVERSITY SECTOR.

GIROUX REMINDS US THAT PRESIDENT
EISENHOWER ORIGINALLY INCLUDED
'ACADEMIC' IN THE DRAFT OF HI5
INFAMOUS 1961 SPEECH ON THE
MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL-COMPLEX, BUT

LATER WITHDREW THE WORD.

STILL, EISENHOWER

FOR GIROUX, IN THE PO5T-9/11
WORLD THERE 15 AN INCREASING
ASSAULT BEING WAGED ON
UNIVERSITIES, ESPECIALLY ON
YOUNG STUDENTS, BUT ALSO
ON STAFF. THIS CAN BE
ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE
MILITARIZATION, CORPORATIZATION
AND MARKETIZATION OF
EDUCATION, WHICH AIMS TO
DESTROY CRITICAL AWARENESS
OF THE ABUSE OF POWER TODAX.

CLEARLY RECOGNIZED THAT
THE ARMS INDUSTRY, THE
DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT, AND
THEIR CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORTERS
REPRESENT A GREAT DANGER TO
THE UNIVERSITY IN ITS CAPACITY
AS A FOUNTAINHEAD OF FREE
IDEAS AND SCIENTIFIC
DISCOVERY'.

I CRITICAL

THOUGHT 15
INCREASINGLY VIEWED
AS A THREAT TO THE
DOMINANT POLITICAL
ORDER — AND WITH
GOOD REASON!

=N

o ,

EDUCATION 15 THE
'PRACTICE OF FREEDOM,
BY WHICH WE LEARN HOW
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
TRANSFORMATION OF

AS PALULO
ALWAYS SAID,

OUR WORLD,

AS PART OF THIS HE HELPED MANY
COUNTRIES TO IMPLEMENT POPULAR
EDUCATION AND LITERACY REFORMS
TO OVERCOME WHAT HE SAW AS THE

'CIRCLE OF SILENCE', DOING

INCREASINGLY RESPECTED FOR HIS
IDEAS AND HIS COMMITMENT, FREIRE
WENT TO GENEVA TO WORK AS A
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL ADVISOR TO
THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES.

IMPORTANT WORK IN THE FORMER
PORTUGLIESE COLONIES OF
GUINEA-BRISSAU AND MOZAMBIGLIE.

'

IN 1980 HE WAS FINALLY
ALLOWED TO RETURN TO
BRAZIL. HE SUPERVISED
THE ADULT LITERACY
PROJECTS OF THE
WORKERS' PARTY THERE
AND IN 1988 THEY MADE
FREIRE THE MINISTER OF
EDUCATION FOR THE CITY
OF SAO PALLO.

IN 1991 THE PAULO FREIRE INSTITUTE
WAS SET UP IN 5A0 PAULO.

HERE
CONGREGATE -
SCHOLARS AND CRITICS OF

FEDAGOGY, IN A PERMANENT
DIALOGUE THAT FOSTERS THE
ADVANCEMENT OF NEW
EDUCATIONAL THEORIES

AND CONCRETE
INTERVENTIONS
IN REALITY!

il FREIRE DIED IN 1997.

BY BECOMING ENSLAVED BY '

THE FORCES OF MILITARISM /)

AND CORPORATE INTERESTS, _k
ACADEMIA HAS LOST ITS

WE ARE
SEEING NOW 1S,
AS JOHNMN ARMITAGE

CLAIM TO INDEPENDENCE = 1:?5;5;%3&%
AND 1TS ROLE IN FOSTERIN
'E TERING MILITARIZED

CRITICAL LEARNING AND
IN THE DEMOCRATIC PUBLIC
SPHERE IN GENERAL.

KNOWLEDGE
FACTORY’,

WHERE
YOUNG PEOPLE
DEVELOP THE VALUES
OF THE ‘WARFARE STATE’,

IN THE U.5.
WE'VE GOT
HUNDREDS OF

o | (4 AL s s
i penTacon /o e W) SERVICE TO 'DEPARTMENTS
i;ﬁ %}‘ A e AND AGENCIES’ OF
FLINDING N K THAT STATE.

STAND TO ...
ATTENTION!

THIS ABUSE
AND DOMINATION
OF YOUNG PEOPLE BY
THE MILITARY/CORPORATE
SECTOR GOES LARGELY

THAT
UNCHALLENGED BY SHOULD
ACADEMICS, AND CONCERN
BY SOCIETY IN

A TS R US A LOT
GENERAL. Ay f“-/J v ) ﬁ\\k
g T 2L 1EN A

k
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This poster is an adapted extract from the book Portraits of Violence

PORTRAITS of
~ VIOLENCE

An lllustrated History of Radical Thinking

written by Brad Evans and Sean Michael Wilson,

and illustrated by six graphic artists.
newint.org/books

| SO, WHAT IS ‘CRITICAL PEDAGOGY'?
¥ - IT ATTEMPTS TO HELP STUDENTS
I ia\ﬂ\r R QUESTION AND CHALLENGE
=82 % }aOﬂ THE BELIEFS AND PRACTICES THAT
P/ () " A /]  DOMINATE THEM. A SIMPLE AIM,
VAN WITH RADICAL CONSEQUENCES!

EDUCATION
EITHER FLUNCTIONS
AS AN INSTRUMENT
WHICH IS5 USED TO FACILITATE
INTEGRATION OF THE YOUNGER
GENERATION INTO THE LOGIC
OF THE PRESENT SYSTEM
AND BRING ABOUT
CONFORMITY...

IT BECOMES
THE PRACTICE OF
FREEDOM, THE MEANS
BY WHICH WE DEAL
CRITICALLY AND CREATIVELY
WITH REALITY AND DISCOVER
HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN
THE TRANSFORMATION
OF OUR WORLD.

GIROUX WENT INTO THIS FURTHER
IN ANOTHER BOOK IN 2013,
AMERICA'S EDLUCATION DEFICIT
AND THE WAR ON YOLTH: REFORM
BEYOND ELECTORAL FOLITICS. HE £
FOCUSES ON HOW OLUR EDUCATIONAL,
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS
SYSTEMATICALLY FAIL YOUNG PEOPLE.

Market
deregulation

Patriotic and
religious fervor

" I CAN SEE FOLR
FLUNDAMENTALISMS
A\ AT WORK HERE:

Militarization
Instrumentalization of society

of education

L

THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES 2006 REPORT SEEMED TO BE
SAYING THAT: 'THE NATION MUST CULTIVATE YOLUNG TALENT AND ORIENT
MNATIONAL ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, AND EDUCATION SYSTEMS.." IN ORDER TO
ACHIEVE THE INTERLINKED GOALS OF EXPANDING GLOBAL MARKETS FOR U5,
CORPORATIONS AND OF VICTORY IN THE WAR ON TERRORISM.

THIS 1S THE SCHOOL-TO-PRISCN PIPELINE. AMERICAN SOCIETY AT WAR WITH ITS
YOUTH. THE VIOLENCE, INCLUDING SCHOOLS CHURNING OUT DRONE-LIKE,
DEBT-RIDDEN EMPLOYEES FOR THE MARKET, IMBUED WITH AUTHORITARIAN

VALUES, INURED TO VIOLENCE BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD. REFUSE TO
CONFORM AND GET EATEN BY NEOLIBERAL SHARKS — OR, IF BLACK OR
BROWN, GET THROWN TO THE PENAL SYSTEM.

New Internationalist

FREIRE WAS AWARE THAT CRITICAL
PEDAGOGY WOULD BE SEEN AS
DANGEROUS BY RULING ELITES,

SOME RIGHTWING, CONSERVATIVE-
MINDED, PEOPLE MIGHT SATY:

RELIGIOUS EXTREMISTS AND
RIGHTWINGERS BECALISE IT TRIED
TO EDUCATE STUDENTS TO
BECOME CRITICAL AGENTS WHO
ACTIVELY QUESTION AND ANALYZE
COMMON IDEAS. EDUCATION WAS,
AFTER ALL, HE INSISTED, THE MOST
IMPORTANT FORM OF POLITICAL
INTERVENTION!

YOU ARE ONLY
INTERESTED IN THIS
SO-CALLED 'CRITICAL
PEDAGOGY' 50 YOU CAN
BRAINWASH YOUNG
PEOPLE INTO THINKING
LIKE YOU.

PERHAPS THEY THINK THEIR IDECLOGY

FOR WHAT REASON WOULD
CONSERVATIVES ASSUME YOUNG
PEOPLE WOULD ALL CHOOSE
LEFTWING IDEAS? THEY DON'T
SEEM TO HAVE MUCH FAITH IN THE
VALIDITY OF THEIR WORLDVIEW.

CAN'T WIN IN A FAIR FIGHT!

THE AIM 15

NOT TO MOLD
A GENERATION OF
LEFTWINGERS, BUT TO HELP
DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING

SKILLS, TO ENCOURAGE
PEOPLE TO THINK
AND DECIDE FOR
THEMSELVES.

BUT GIROUX 1S
POSITIVE, SEEING
THE UMIVERSITY
AS STILL CAPABLE OF
RAISING IMPORTANT
QUESTIONS, OF
ENCOURAGING CRITICAL |\
THINKING AND ACTIVELY |\
ENGAGED CITIZENS. |

ELIMINATE

WE HAVE TO

PSYCHOLOGICAL
LUINDERPINNINGS
OF THAT HATEFLL
\FLUNDAMENTALISA.

THE

WE CAN DO
THIS THROUGH
A PEDAGOGY THAT
EMPHASIZES AN ETHOS
OF TRUST, COMPASSION,
SOLIDARITY AND

JUSTICE.

e

YOUNG PEOPLE CANNOT INHERIT
A FUTURE MARKED BY FEAR,
MILITARISM, SUICIDE BOMBERS
AND A WORLD IN WHICH THE
VERY IDEA OF DEMOCRACY HAS
BEEN EMPTIED OF MEANING.

(PMoNE T

CREATING ALTERNATIVE FUTURES
REQUIRES SUSTAINED INVESTMENT IN
ATTESTING THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE,

TAKING EDUCATION SERIOUSLY,
HARMESSING THE POWER CF
IMAGINATION AND EQUIPPING
GLOBAL YOUTHS WITH THE
CONFIDENCE THAT OUR WORLD CAN
BE TRANSFORMED FOR THE BETTER.

BOTH GIROUX AND FREIRE URGE A BASIC BUT RADICAL ACTION: THAT
EDUCATORS SHOULD TAKE BACK THE CAMPLS, UNITE WITH STUDENTS AND
WORKERS TO FORM A NONVICLENT, REBELLIOUS NEW PEDAGOGY THAT HELPS
BUILD DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY FROM THE GROUND UP.




